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About the Publication

Scientia Naturales is an institutionally reviewed, peer-reviewed journal that publishes
original research in the biological, physical, and health sciences. The journal features
research outputs of students from the Pharmacy, Medical Technology, and Biology
programs, showcasing diverse areas of scientific inquiry, including biodiversity and
environmental conservation, natural product discovery and drug development, clinical
laboratory investigations, disease diagnostics, and other emerging fields in the natural and
health sciences. It promotes the dissemination of scientific knowledge that advances health,
environmental stewardship, sustainable living, and scientific innovation.

The journal follows a continuous publication model for its online edition. Manuscripts
that have successfully completed the editorial and peer-review process are published online
immediately as preprints, facilitating the timely dissemination of research findings. These
articles are subsequently compiled into the print issue published once every semester.

Scientia Naturales is available in both electronic and print formats. The online edition may
be accessed through the SMU Journals Archive at:

https://journals-archive.smu.edu.ph/scientia-naturales/
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Scope

The Scientia Naturales publishes original and applied research in the biological, physical,
and health sciences.

Panel of Reviewers

Area of Specialization Name of Faculty
Lorna C. Aban, LPT, MAEd
Natural Sciences Robert S. Aceret, MA

Gloria Vicky A. Antonio, MEd.

Olivar Reimos D. Barroga, LPT
Alicia Z. Jubay, MAT

Cathelyn C. Mariano, LPT, MA
Jason Arnold L. Maslang, LPT, MBS, MAT
Arlene L. Tabaquero, LPT, PhD
Regidor L. Almendral

Jaryl Kate T. Dinamling, MS
Gabrielle Christoph E. Erana
Hanson T. Villanueva, MA

Aubrey Baby Ruth D. Nidea, RMT
Medical Laboratory Science Maria Shiela M. Ramos, RMT
Justine Bill Vicente, RMT

Ronnie C. Dumale, LPT, RMT
Melchora M. Bautista, RPH, MS Pharm
Pharmacy Veronica Pauline R. Belen, RPH
Brent Jericko P. Narciso, RPH

Ma. Victoria B. Wance, RPH

Kristine G. Alejo, RN, MSN
Nursing Fernando P. Andrada, RN, MSN
Mary Antoinette B. Aseron, RN, MAN
Joman J. Baliton, RN, PhD

Sherylou A. Benig, RN, PhD

Anne Margaret C. Botor, RN
Peter-Tom A. Callang, RN, MAN
Jezerel C. Credo, LPT, RN

Marie Jane T. Cunanan, RN, MSN
Thelma D. Delos Reyes, RN, MSN
Jake N. Fabian, LPT, RN

Geraldine Y. Ferreras, RN, MSN
Rolita Grace V. Garcia, RN, RM, MSN
Molly Aivon A. Guerrero, RN

Mary Rose C. Jontilano, RN, MSN
Marissa Lyn A. Labangcoc, RN, MSN
Leycel F. Marzan, RN, MSN

Alfer Jhun G. Navarro, RN

Anabelle A. Orpiano, RN, RM,MSN
Elery Michelle C. Quiben, RN, MSN
Jaylord S. Saragosala, RN

Joan B. Taroma, RN, MSN

Mayer L. Tominez, RN, MSN




Maria Murtle Ellah R. Vaquilar, RN
Guest Panel from Teacher Kenneth L. Maslang, MAEd
Education and Humanities Henry F. Gamboa, PhD

Gerome H. Bautista, LPT, MST
Melanie G. Gurat, PhD

Florence N. Bahni, LPT, RPm, MAEd
Reiner B. Dulawan RPm, MAEd
Rowena A. Rivera, LPT, MAT
Samuel Damayon, JD, MA

Edwin Edilberto N. Mania, Reg. GC, EdD
Allen Christopher S. Marquez, PhD

Publication and Ethical Standards

The Scientia Naturales adheres to the highest standards of academic integrity, research
ethics, and responsible scholarship. All submissions must comply with the following
requirements:

Eligibility for Publication
Only IMRAD derived from research studies that have:
e Obtained ethical clearance from the Saint Mary’s University Research Ethics
Committee, when applicable;
e Successfully passed the institutional research evaluation and oral defense process;
and
e Received final approval from the appropriate academic unit.

Academic Integrity

The publication maintains a zero-tolerance policy toward academic misconduct. Any form of
plagiarism, data fabrication, data falsification, misrepresentation, or unethical research
practice is strictly prohibited. All abstracts undergo similarity checking through Turnitin or
equivalent plagiarism-detection software prior to publication.

Authorship and Acknowledgment

Authorship is reserved for the student researcher(s) who conducted the study. Faculty
advisers, mentors, and collaborators shall be acknowledged in accordance with institutional
policies and accepted academic standards.

Responsible Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI)

Saint Mary’s University recognizes the potential benefits of Artificial Intelligence (AI)
technologies in supporting research and academic writing. However, their use must be
transparent, ethical, and aligned with principles of scholarly integrity.

Disclosure Requirement

Authors must disclose the use of Al tools in the preparation of their full manuscripts
whenever such tools have been utilized for purposes such as language enhancement, data
organization, coding assistance, or preliminary analysis.

Prohibited Uses
The following practices are strictly prohibited:
e Listing Al systems or tools as authors or co-authors;
e Using Al-generated content without appropriate human verification and revision;
e Generating or fabricating research findings, data, analyses, or interpretations
through AT,
e Creating fictitious, inaccurate, or unverifiable citations and references; and
e Submitting Al-generated abstracts as original scholarly work.



Author Responsibility
The student author(s) retain full responsibility and accountability for the accuracy,
originality, validity, and ethical integrity of all published content. The use of AI does not

diminish the author’s obligation to ensure that all information presented is truthful, properly
cited, and academically sound.
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